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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MicaH Iv: 2. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President Joseph F. Smith at 
the Weber Stake Conference, held in the tabernacle, at Ogden, Utah, 
Sunday, July 16, 1893: 

I feel pleased to have the privilege of meeting with the Saints in Ogden 
once again, as I believe this is only the second or third time that I have 
had that pleasure since I returned home after an absence of six or seven 
years. 

I want to speak of one or two little things that have been brought to 
my mind here and at other places, which may be profitable to some of us. 
I would like to call the attention of the congregation, especially of the 
bishops, to the mode of administering the sacrament. The book of Doc- 
trine and Covenants teaches us that the elder or priest who administers 
the sacrament “shall kneel with the Church.” Of course, it is quite 
difficult, and probably inappropriate, for a whole congregation to kneel 
while the blessing is being asked upon the bread and upon the water. 
The confusion and noise incident to kneeling and rising again would be 
inappropriate. Besides, the construction of our meeting houses, and the 
size of the congregations generally, would make that practice rather im- 
practicable. But there is nothing, that I know of, that would make it 
inappropriate for the Elder who asks the blessing to kneel, as the word 
of the Lord requires. I have noticed in the Tabernacle in Salt Lake City, 
where probably the example should be set, that the bishops who ask the 
blessings on the bread and the water do so standing upon their feet, and 
I see that the same rule applies here. I have spoken to Brother Shurtliff 
in relation to the matter, and he assures me that in the future an example 
will be set in this regard, and those who administer the sacrament will 


606 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


kneel when asking the blessing. It is not that this form is absolutely 
essential to the acceptance of this ordinance by the Lord; but it is in 
accordance with the word of the Lord which was given for our guidance; 
and where it is possible to follow the written word, in the spirit in which 
it is given, it is always better to do so. Indeed, by doing so we will avoid 
@ serious wrong, that might eventually grow out of a disregard for the 
rules that the Lord has establised, for it might lead to a changing, to 
some extent, of the ordinances of the house of God. It is necessary that 
we should pay proper attention and care to carrying out the purposes of 
the Lord in the manner which He has revealed.’ And this may be ex- 
tended to other matters of our religion. One of the charges brought 
against the children of Israel, and mentioned by the prophets in the 
latter times, was that “they have transgressed the laws, changed the 
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.” That is really the complaint 
against the world to-day, and it is not meet that we should indulge in any 
such things. 

Another matter which has attracted my attention considerably of late, 
and on which I have reflected some, is the apparent disregard by our 
people generally of all species of piety. In the world the people as a rule 
show forth their religion by their forms of piety; and many of the Latter- 
day Saints, who have been gathered from the world, had become so sick- 
ened with these forms of piety, that it looks to me now as though they had 
laid the foundation for the other extreme. While I do not believe it 
necessary for persons who love the Lord, and who have received the testi- 
mony of the Spirit of God in their hearts, to go about with a heavy coun- 
tenance, I do think that we should hold sacred that which God has pro- 
nounced sacred. The Latter-day Saints cannot be truthfully accused of 
the crimes that are prevalent in the world. Of course they are wrong- 
fully accused of a great many things; but when it comes to accusing 
Latter-day Saints of being dishonest, indolent, lazy and unthrifty, they 
are charges that cannot be sustained. They are not thriftless, they are 
not indolent; but they are industrious, frugal, sober, hardworking, honest 
and honorable. They certainly cannot accuse us of being guilty of the 
grosser crimes which exist in the world. We cannot be called a people 
who patronize saloons, or places of gaming, or any other disreputable — 
places, because we abhor these things. We are comparatively free from 
these crimes and abominations which exist to such an alarming extent in 
the world. These are true fruits of genuine religion. When you see a 
people that are industrious, sober, honest and virtuous, and this is their 
general character, then you see a people in whom the fruits of true re- 
ligion abound. 

Although we are not guilty of these grosser offenses, it is painfully 
apparent, in many places, that the Latter-day Saints have leaned so far 
the other way from the forms of piety now existing in the world, that they 
have almost descended into a disregard for many things that are sacred 
and holy in the sight of God. This should not be. Partaking of the 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper is a very solemn thing, and one that we 
should observe with the greatest possible care. We should do it in a 
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manner that will be acceptable to the Lord and not bring upon ourselves 
condemnation. It was said by Paul that many of the Saints in olden 
times were weak and sickly, and many slept, because of their disregard of 
this sacred principle. We are familiar, 1 presume, with the requirements 
the Lord has made of us in relation to this matter, and the object He had 
in view in establishing this principle amongst us. It was that we might 
partake of it in remembrance of Him, and by so doing witness unto Him 
that we do remember Him, and that we are willing to keep the command- 
ments which He has given unto us, that we may always have His Spirit 
toa be with us. It seems a very simple thing indeed to partake of a morsel 
of braad and drink a little water; very different from the offering of 
bullocks, of lambs and goats, etc., as the children of Israel had to do; for 
_ this law of sacrifice was established in ancient times in order that the 
people might bear in mind the great sacrifice that was to be made for the 
redemption of the world. But Jesus fulfilled the law in His death and 
resurrection, and, in lieu of the ancient sacrifice, He has established this 
simple ordinance of partaking of bread and wine (or water) in memory of 
Him. The trouble is, we often partake of the sacrament without any 
particular regard to the object thereof, and it appears to be necessary 
from time to time to call the attention of the Latter-day Saints to this 
matter. While the Lord does not ask that we shall go about with a 
sorrowful countenance, to mourn and lament that we are most miserable 
. sinners, and that there is no good in us, etc., as some of the world do, yet 
He does require that we shall observe this ordinance which He has estab- 
lished, and that we do it with clean hands and pure hearts. 

What should we do before partaking of this sacrament? We should 
look into our souls and see whether we have any unforgiveness there 
toward any of our fellow creatures, especially toward any of the house- 
hold.ef faith. Have you any bitterness in your heart toward your brother 
or your sister, or any of mankind? If you have, remove that bitterness 
and repent of the weakness by which that bitterness has found a resting- 
place within you, and remove it from your heart. Harbor it not in your 
spirit; for it is evil. It corrupts us to allow the spirit of hatred or 
animosity to find a resting-place in our souls. Therefore we should 
not partake of this sacrament with such feelings in our souls. We 
should forgive those who trespass against us. We should make peace 
with our brother and with our sister and with all mankind, and establish 
peace in our hearts, so that when we come to the house of God to partake 
of the sacrament we may do it with clean hands and pure hearts before 
the Lord. In ancient times the Saints partook of the sacrament as a 
matter of feasting, and glutted themselves, thus changing the ordinance 
of the house of God. They assembled with bitterness in their hearts one 
toward another, and partook of the sacrament without remembering the 
true object of their doings. The result was, as Paul told them, many did 
it to their condemnation and brought upon themselves sickness and, in 
some cases, death, 

Now, I do not desire to pander to any kind of superstitious feeling. We 
are not a superstitious people. Above all the people on the earth we 
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ought to be the most free from superstition. I do not refer to the words 
of Paul with the expectation of awakening in the minds of any a feeling 
of superstition in relation to this matter. All I desire is that we should 
understand the truth as it is. If God has instituted this, and has com- 
manded us to do it in remembrance of Him, then there is an object in it 
that is of importance to the children of men; and God will not hold 
intelligent men and women guiltless who will trifle with even a matter 
that appears so insignificant as this. We should be careful about this. 
And this same care should follow us throughout all our doings in the 
Church. Why is this important? It is that we may be instrumental in 
bringing to pass His purposes. He gave special commandments through 
Moses to the children of Israel, in order that He might raise up a peculiar, 
a chosen people, upon whom He might name His name, and who would 
obey His statutes and carry out His laws upon the earth, that righteous- 
ness might spread abroad, in place of the wickedness and the abominations 
that existed among the idolatrous nations that surrounded them. The 
same purpose exists to-day, and the Lord has sought to gather us together, 
that He might name His name upon us, and that we might become a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a peculiar people—peculiar only in that 
we keep the commandments of God and work righteousness upon the 
earth. If we fail of this, we fail of the object that God has in view for 
us to accomplish. Therefore, it is necessary that we should pay attention 
to these matters, and instead of going so far away from that which is 
called pious in the world, we should approach that happy medium of con- 
duct that will meet with the approbation of all honorable people, that will 
not give offense to those who are not well grounded i in the truth, and that 
will not be extreme in either direction. There is nothing in the religion 
that Christ has restored to the earth in this dispensation, that requires any 
soul to go about with a sorrowful countenance and a downcast mien. 
‘There is nothing in it to make us uncheerful or unhappy; but to the con- 
trary, there is everything in it calculated to make us cheerful in our 
hearts and joyful and peaceful in our souls. But above all things it is 
necessary that we should be forgiving and charitable one towards another; 
and in these peculiar times, when men are brought into straitened circum- 
stances, and when buta breath, perhaps, would blast the financial standing 
of some of our neighbors, it is particularly necessary that we should exer- 
cise a feeling of love, of charity, and of forgiveness, one towards another. 
We should not indulge in a spirit of revenge, but on the contrary, we 
should be lenient, merciful and kind, not only with those who are poor, 
but with those who have means and are cramped financially. It is really 
necessary, I think, for the Latter-day Saints who are holding obligations 
against their brethren to be exceedingly charitable, longsuffering and 
patient towards them, and not exact that which is impossible from them, 
but wait and they will pay you all they owe, and good feelings will be 
maintained among the people. But if we go to crowding and to oppress- 
ing one another, | am very much afraid that the whole people would be 
oppressed by such action. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.]} 
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FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Grorce H. HAtt, president of the London Conference, writes: 
“We have had excellent success of late in our out-door meetings, notwith- 
standing we have been forced by opposition to close some of them at times. 
Our Elders at Kent are meeting with success, some baptisms having recently 
been reported. I am now out at Bassingbourne, invited there by Elders 
Samuel Wayment and Walter Howick. Elder Wayment emigrated from 
here many years ago, leaving a host of relatives whom he is now visiting, 
We have received good treatment from them, and they have opened to us 
houses wherein we have preached and explained the principles of the 
Gospel. On August 27 we preached in the Primitive Methodist Chapel, 
at Littington, that place having been secured by Elder Wayment. The 
audience which assembled in the afternoon was very attentive. The 
music was conducted by a cousin of Elder Wayment, Miss Jarman. El]der 
A. C. Thorne explained the first principles, while Elder Wayment dwelt 
on the gifts and blessings attending obedience to those principles. In the 
evening I spoke on the popular text ‘By grace are ye saved.’ Our audi- 
ence was delighted and we received an invitation to come and preach 
again.” 

Elder C. W. Wright sends a few words from Nottingham. He says: 
“Tbe Saints in general are feeling well and the work is progressing. We 
held a district meeting on August 20. The spirit of God was poured out 
in abundance, and strong testimonies were borne to the truth of this latter- 
day work. Our Young Men’s and Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Associa- 
tion meetings are held each week and are well attended though some of 
the members live at a distance of four miles. The Elders in this con- 
ference feel well both in body and spirit, and are desirous of doing all in 
their power to spread the truth. We are meeting some opposition, mostly 
from followers of Jarman. At our last out-door meeting we were hooted 
and hissed, and some stones were thrown, one of which struck me in the 
eye. We rejoice in our labors, however, knowing that we have the truth.” 

Elder J. W. Crook, writes from Willington, Durham, and reports the 
notorious Jarman in that vicinity. He says: “We had been holding a 
special meeting in the Spenneymore district, which was attended by 
several Baptists who seemed to take an interest in the Gospel. The Rev. 
Wm. Reynolds became alarmed, and, like a good shepherd took measures to 
save his sheep. However, instead of showing them that his pastures were 
the greener, he commenced lecturing against us. We finally attended one 
of his meetings at which he accused us of being illiterate, bloodthirsty, 
immoral, etc. We offered to take the scriptures and prove our doctrines, 
but he said he would invite Jarman to come and debate with us. This 
we refused, as no good could come from such contentions. He mistook 
our motive, thought we were afraid to meet Jarman, and therefore sent 
for him. He came and lectured free for a week, commencing August 7. 
The people patronized him so well that he concluded to stop three days 
longer and, in order to draw a crowd, announced that we would meet him. 


The people were disappointed at our absence and disgusted at his language, 
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though he reaped a fair harvest by the sale of his filthy literature. On 
August 16 he came over to Willington and introduced himself as an ex- 
‘Mormon’ priest. He rode around the streets on a horse, in a white 
dressing gown and apron, with a huge knife in his hand. On this trip 
he was accompanied by Reynolds and a Methodist preacher, named Mesh- 
man. They acted more like lunatics than rational beings during the day, 
and in the evening ranted on the ‘Mormons,’ indulging in such filthiness 
as Jarmanism has infused into the breasts of many ministers in this region. 
Notwithstanding the prejudice thus roused against us the work is pro- 
gressing, and we hope soon to see some of our friends accept the Gospel. 
All the Elders in this vicinity are well.” 


SUICIDE MANIA. 


Tue following list of suicides and attempted suicides is taken from one 
issue of the Liverpool Courier: 

A bookmaker named Collinson was run over by a train at Heckmond- 
wike, and killed, under circumstances which point to suicide. 

Edmund Peasy, 15, committed suicide near Brentwood, by placing him- 
self on the railway line. 

At the London Hospital, a verdict of suicide, while of unsound mind, 
was returned in the case of John Hillier, of Blount-street, Limehottse, who 
took a large quantity of laudanum. | 

Sidney Trafford, late detective inspector in the Birmingham police force, 
has committed suicide by cutting his throat with a razor. 

A man named Alfred Turner attempted to hang himself, but was cut 
down in time by his wife. His defence was that he was a victim of the 
hot weather. The sun burned him on the neck and made him feel peculiar, 
and afterwards his memory completely left him. 

Emily Parkes, shopwoman, committed suicide by swallowing a quantity 
of carbolic acid, which she had purchased from a local chemist. 

Elizabeth Macdonald, in a most determined manner, attempted to com- 
mit suicide in the river Alt, near the Altcar camp. 

Mabel Harrison, a lady-like girl, described as an actress, attempted to 
commit suicide by jumping over Westminster-bridge. The prisotier in- 
formed the magistrate she had left her child at Queen-square, and did not 
know what she was doing, owing to drink. 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


Mr. Riley, a railway official, was knocked down by a train at Hartlepool and cut to 
pieces. 

Mr. Simpson, auctioneer, while conducting a sale at Hundleby, Lincolnshire, on August 
22, dropped dead. 

James Brown, one of the survivors of the Victoria, has died at Kirkcaldy from shock to 
the nervous system. 

The ancient cathedral of Ratzeburg, in Germany, has been struck by lightning and 
partially destroyed. 
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Twenty-five per cent. of the vintage in France has been spoiled by the heat. 


The Irish Home-Rule Bill was defeated in the House of Lords, Friday, September 8, 
by a vote of 419 to 41. 


Jacob Cohen, a Jew, has been murdered at Zuani, near Tangier, and the authors of the 
crime are believed to be Moors. 


At Stockport, a woman named Walker went into the singing room of a beerhouse, and 
had just commenced to sing when she fell dead. 

Hugh Morgan, a young landed proprietor, fell from his horse on August 20, on Llany- 
byther mountains, Carmarthenshire, and broke his neck. 

Advices from the Cape state that a hut, in which twenty-four Kaffirs retired to sleep, 
took fire, and twenty-one of the inmates were burned to death. 


During the week ending August 19, 668 deaths from cholera occurred in Russsia, and 
in Moscow the number of fatalities daily amounted to thirty-eight. 


Three men were killed at Aberystwith Station, on August 22, by a large quantity of 
debris, which they were filling into trucks, having fallen upon them. 

The French elections have resulted in a victory for the Republicans, and passed off 
without any serious incident, All the ministers have been returned. 

George Sykes, an electrical engineer, died at Leeds from the effects of an electrical 
shock received while following his employment on the Midland Railway. 

South Wales has been overrun with troops called there to suppress the collier riots and 
protect the miners who preferred to remain at work instead of joining the strike. 


Enormous damage has been done to the indigo crop in Tipperah and Tirhoot, India, 
by floods, which are said to be the most destructive ever experienced in those districts. 


During the recent manceuvres at Prizaram, Austria, a sergeant, who was unpopular 
with his men, was shot dead, although only blank cartridge was served out to the troops. 

Four members of the Imperial College of Physicians at Pekin, China, who failed to 
give a proper diagnosis of his majesty’s indisposition recently, were punished by having 
a year’s salary taken away from them. 

Nine persons were drowned near Sutton Bridge, Shnnieien, on August 22, by a 
boat capsizing, owing to the wind. The victims were mostly Sheffield people, who had 
gone to South Lincolnshire for angling purposes. 

The Arkansas, U.S. A., cotton crop is showing up splendidly. Reports from all the 
cotton states say that the banks are able to furnish means to move the crop of this year 
to market, in spite of the general financial depression. 

The Earl and Countess of Aberdeen have proceeded to Canada, the former to take up 
the governor-generalship of the Dominion, in succession to the Earl of Derby. Previous 
‘to leaving, the earl and countess were entertained at luncheon by the mayor of Liverpool. 


A monument to Garibaldi was to have been unveiled at Fra Scati, on the Alban Hall, 
Rome, on Sunday, September 17, but the ceremony was prohibited by the authorities, 
who impounded the manifestations prepared for the occasion on the ground that they 
contained expressions insulting to the Vatican. 

Anti-French demonstrations have been held in various towns in Italy, and in Rome an 
attempt was made to burn the French Embassy. Several stubborn fights, in which a 
number of persons were wounded, took place between the troops and the mob before the 
latter was dispersed. Thi» was the outgrowth of some labor riots between French and 
Italian workmen at Aignes Mortes, in which several Italians were killed. 


The first steel vessel ever built on the Mississippi is now nearly ready for launching, 
and her builders, the Iowa Iron Works, of Dubuque, propose to invite the governors of 
the States in the Mississippi Valley to be present. The Fricsson is guaranteed to have 
the highest speed of any vessel of the United States navy—24 knots. The Fricsson was 
built according to the Act of June 30, 1890, and the contract price was $125,000. 


= 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1893. 


REJECT NOT THE TRUTH. 


“Wor unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because ye build the 
tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, and say, 
If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been par- 
takers with them in the blood of the prophets.”—Matthew xxiii: 29, 30. 

These words were uttered by the Savior just previous to predicting 
Jerusalem’s destruction and revealing the signs of this memorable event, 
as well as those which should indicate that the destruction of the world 
was at hand. 

The Savior was born in Bethlehem, and was reared in Nazareth. He 
lived among the Jews, and, until the commencement of His ministry, He 
observed, with His parents, the Jewish festivals. The Jews professed be- 
lief in the Scriptures which prophesied of His coming. John the Baptist 
cried repentance in the wilderness, saying: “Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make His paths straight.” He indeed baptized with water, though 
testifying that after him should come one who would baptize with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire. While baptizing in the Jordan he identified 
Christ personally as the one of whom he had borne witness. Hear him: 
“T saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon 
him. And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, 
the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending 
and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghast. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.” 

After baptism Jesus commenced His ministry. To the testimony of 
John, the Savior added His doctrines of the Gospel. He pointed out pro- 
phecies relative to His coming, and performed many wonderful miracles. 
Such was the incontrovertible evidence of His divinity then offered the 
people on which to base their faith. The masses believed in the Savior be- 
cause to them He proved a benefactor. He miraculously fed the multitudes 
when they hungered; He healed their sick and He raised their dead. 
But to the proud and learned scribes and lawyers He proved obnoxious. 
They could not confound His wisdom, nor could they belittle His mighty 
works, naither could they accept His admonition to humility. They were 
not prepared to yield up their self-righteousness for the meekness that the 
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Savior enjoined. They adhered to their own interpretations of the Jewish 
law, and would not comprehend the Savior’s words, “I came not to destroy 
but to fulfill.” Notwithstanding the overwhelming evidence of the Savior’s 
divinity, they hardened their hearts against the truth. His words and 
His deeds were alike rejected by them, and they held Him a blasphemer 
for declaring Himself the Son of the God. Lest they should no longer be 
regarded by the people as teachers in Israel they sought the death of the 
Savior, and would undoubtedly have accomplished it long before He was 
betrayed by the kiss of Judas, had they not feared the populace. It was 
their wilful rejection of revealed truths that moved Jesus to make the 
accusation that they were hypocrites—honoring the graves of the dead 
prophets while seeking the destruction of the living. 

The history of the nations is full of instances of the same character. It 
seems part of human nature to place reliance in things for which we 
have only history, and that sometimes of doubtful authenticity, while 
that which appeals to man’s own reason is received with incredulity. All 
honor is now lavished on philosophers, inventors and discoverers, who, in 
their life time, were in constant conflict with public opinion. 

The same is true of religious history. Those sent of God to cry repent- 
ance, to give new light to the darkened mind, to preach the Gospel, have, 
in all ages, met persecution, ill-treatment, and even death. We remember 
but one instance related in the Bible in which the people humbled 
themselves and thereby escaped the judgments of God, namely the 
inhabitants of Nineveh. On all other occasions the prophets were in- 
variably met by general disbelief, and often by violence. Such was the 
fate of Jeremiah, Elijah, Zacharias and others before the coming of the . 
Savior. In His time, however, the prophecies of these men, then dead, 
were revered, and their resting places held sacred, while the memory of 
their slayers was abhorred. The very traditions of the fathers, whom the 
Jews then charged with the blood of the prophets, constituted all on 
which they based their belief, and so tenaciously did they cling unto the 
Mosaic law that even the Hebrew Christians could not completely sever 
these traditions from the accepted doctrines of the Gospel. “We would 
not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets,” they 
cried. Yet, when the Son of God was sent among them; when they had 
a living witness testifying of the mercy of God and offering them the 
plan of salvation, they were but too anxious to emulate the evil deeds of 
their fathers. As to the past, tradition alone was sufficient for them. As 
to their own time, the words spoken by the Spirit of God, the mighty 
signs and wonders, even the death and resurrection of the Savior, proved 
insufficient to convince them of His divinity. 

The Christians of to-day profess belief in the life and works of Jesus 
Christ. They have nothing on which to base their belief except the 
Bible. This sacred book contains a brief history of the creation of the 
world; a history of the Jews; some of the writings of the prophets, and 
a portion of the labors and writings of the Savior and the Apostles. 
Their faith in this book is commendable; yet, when it comes to actual 
knowledge that this book is the word of God, they have none. 
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Let us examine their conduct and see if it is not, in many respects, 
similar to that of the Jews. The fact that the Jews believed in the 
divinity of the ancient prophets is established by the words of Jesus. 
The Christian belief in the Savior can not be questioned. So far they 
stand on a similar plane. The Jews lamented the action of their fathers 
in killing the prophets. The Christians of this century often express the 
wish that they had lived in the days of the Savior, that they might have 
witnessed His miracles and gloried with Him in His noble work; they 
would have been His staunch supporters in the trying times of persecu- 
tion; they would not have denied His name as did Peter; when He was 
laid in the tomb they would not have doubted and returned to their 
tasks, thinking the whole plan of God had been frustrated, but they 
would have awaited His glorious resurrection, having an abiding faith in 
His words that He would rise again. 

While this sounds well, it is much to be doubted that the average 
Christian would have acted better than did the Jews. He who now so 
strongly believes in the divine mission of the Savior would more than 
likely have doubted as much as did the Jews, and perhaps exclaimed with 
them: “Whence hath this man this wisdom and these mighty works? Is 
not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary? and His 
brethren James and Joses and Simon and Judas? And His sisters are 
they not all with us? Whence, then, hath this man all these things?” It 
would certainly have staggered a modern Christian to have been asked to 
believe that such a man was the Son of God; for He was just like other men, 
and His brothers and sisters differed in no particular from other people. 

We venture the assertion that should the Savior come to the earth 
again, as He appeared to the Jews, He would find but few followers. 
Many would ask for a sign, but His works would not be believed. If He 
raised one from the dead it would be declared a trick—that it was easy 
enough for an accomplice to feign death. The same applies to the healing 
of the sick, which constituted the greater part of the Savior’s miracles. 
Should any of His disciples appear, the result would be the same. Should 
God send an angel to earth with a message, that angel would not be 
received, because the average Christian would prefer to believe in the 
angels who came to Mary, to Elizabeth, and to the shepherds—angels for 
whose appearance his only evidence is tradition. Should a prophet be 
sent he would not be believed, because the modern Christian would prefer 
to believe in the prophets of which he knows nothing except by tradition. 
Should new light be thrown on the teachings of the Savior and the 
Apostles it would be rejected and private interpretations of the Scriptures 
substituted. The modern Christian, in his acceptance of divine truth, 
is, therefore, not above the Jews who lived in the days of Christ, any 
more than those Jews were above their fathers who killed the prophets. 
Both stand on an equal footing. While the Christian cries, “Had I lived 
in the days of the Savior I would not have become partaker of His blood,” 
he utterly ignores the revelations and the prophets of to-day. He scorns 
and hates them as the worshippers of the dead prophets did those of 
1800 years ago. 
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Our Christain friends may say, “Show us a prophet of God, and prove 
us.” In answer we declare that Joseph Smith was visited by an angel, 
and by heavenly messengers, among whom were John the Baptist, Peter, 
James, John, Moses and Elijah, and received the pure Gospel of Christ 
in its primitive simplicity. Those ordained under the authority vested in 
him are calling at the homes of professed Christians to-day declaring 
these truths. They are living witnesses, testifying that the signs follow 
the believers, and that the gifts and blessings of the Spirit of Truth have 
been restored. They add to this declaration the words of the Savior: “If 
any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I speak of myself.” Such is the testimony, but to them 
it is declared in too commonplace a manner. If they ever believed the 
prophecy that another angel should “fly in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth,” they 
evidently expected that angel to come in glory, so as to be seen and heard 
in the heavens by all people, proclaiming the Gospel. In this they have 
erred, and therefore reject the truth, just as the Jews refused to recognize 
the lowly birth of the Savior, having expected Him in all His glory, with 
all His holy angels. They cannot believe because the angel came to a 
lowly youth, and that through the humble and the weak the Gospel was 
sent to “them that dwell on the earth.” That the ancient gifts and bless- 
ings follow the Gospel, adds not a whit to the testimony in the estimation 
of the modern Christian. How true have become Abraham’s words, as 
given by Jesus in His parable of the rich man: “They have Moses and 
the prophets. If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded though one rose from the dead.” These words were verified | 
when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, for it is recorded that “the chief 
high priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death.” So also, 
in this day, many who have seen that the signs follow the believers have 
bevome the bitterest enemies to the cause of truth. Well may we exclaim 
with the prophets Isaiah and Habakkuk, and with Paul: “Behold ye 
despisers and wonder and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work 
whieh ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.” 

Let the modern Christian reflect on the following: Why not give heed 
to the prophets of to-day, instead of garnishing the tombs of those who 
have been slain for their testimony? Why follow the example of the Jews 
in that respect, and seek the destruction of those who proclaim the 
message from God? Why not believe the testimonies? Why not yield to 
the spirit which whispers “they are true?” J.V.B. 


Tax San Francisco Argonaut is noticing the growth of “Mormonism” in 
the islands 6f the sea. Ina recent issue it says: “Mormonism has taken 
a considerable hold in New Zealand, mainly among the Maoris, the latest 
statistics showing the sect to have 3,176 members in New Zealand, of 
whom but 232 are Europeans. The annual conference was held recently, 
and hundreds of Maori members, including several leading chiefs, attended. 
Twenty Mormon Elders are at present in New Zealand trying to spread 
the faith.” 
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ArrivaL.—Elder James A. Hansen, of Newton, Cache County, arrived on 
the Guion Steamship Alaska, September 10, 1893, and was appointed to 
labor in the Scandinavian Mission. 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE Notice.—The Shettield Conference will be held 
at Doncaster, Sunday, September 24. 


Norwich CONFERENCE Notice.—The Norwich Conference will be held 
at Norwich, Sunday, October 1. 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE Nortice.—The Nottingham Conference will 
be held at Temperance Hall, St. Ann’s Street, Nottingham, Sunday, Octo- 
ber 8. 


Dates oF Sartinc.—Following are the dates fixed at which the next 
four companies will sail from Liverpool: On the Arizona, September 30; 
on the Alaska, October 14; on the Arizona, October 28; on the Alaska, 
November 11. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 


Tue Manchester Conference convened at 18 Henshaw Street, Oldham, 
Sunday, August 20, 1893. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, Presi- 
dent of the European Mission; Thomas. E. Taylor, E. A. Stratford and 
J. V. Bluth, of the Liverpool office; Robert Aveson, President of, and 
J. H. Evans, B. M. Blackhurst, Thomas Gledhill, Andrew Wallwork, N. L. 
Morris, D. C. Wood, M. A. Romney and Joseph Ogden, Traveling Elders in 
the Manchester Conference; H. W. Lunt, President of, and C. E. Murdock, 
G. M. Thompson, I. C. Brown, John W. McPherson and Brigham Davis, 
Traveling Elders in the Liverpool Conference. 

Three interesting meetings were held, which were well attended by both 
Saints and strangers. The speakers were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
instructions were given which edified and strengthened the Saints. 

The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, 
and the Traveling Elders in the Manchester Conference, were presented 
and unanimously sustained. 

The report of statistics and labors of the Elders for the six months 
ending June, 30, 1893, was read as follows: Seventies 9; Elders 23; Priests 
7; Teachers 2; Deacons 3; members 146; total officers and members 188; 
baptisms 26; confirmations 26; died 2; in-door meetings 211; out-door 
meetings 14; tracts distributed 2,750; books sold and distributed 148; 
Sunday School sessions 25. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Saturday evening, August 19, at 
which the Elders reported their labors during the past six months. 

GrorGE Clerk. 


AN IMPARTIAL WRITER. 


E. R. Rosewarer, of the Omaha Bee, has been visiting Utah. He writes 
to his paper, under date of July 31, giving an account of the celebration 
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of Pioneer day, and his own observations of the Mormon people. While 
there are some inaccuracies in his letter, it is still of sufficient value to 
find a place in the MILLENNIAL Stak, as the opinions of a man who dares 
speak his convictions in spite of the assaults of bigotry and prejudice. 
Following is his letter: 

“The grand organ in the Tabernacle was tastefully draped with national 
flags, and broad bands of red, white and blue bunting encircled the stage 
and proscenium. The vast auditorium was filled with well-dressed, intel- 
ligent looking people, assembled to witness the ceremonies commemorat- 
ing the advent of civilized man in Utah. There was no perceptible 
difference in dress or demeanor as between Mormon and Gentile. The 
chasm that divides the creeds was, for the time being at least, obliterated 
by the sentiment of local pride and patriotisin that glories in the achieve- 
ments of the pioneers, and celebrates each recurring ‘Pioneers’ day’ anni- 
versary as a holiday that ranks with Christmas and the Fourth of July. 
As the years roll on the achievement of the Mormon pioneers assume 
greater magnitude. When the little band of emigrants, or rather refugees, 
under the leadership of Brigham Young, entered Salt Lake valley on the 
24th of July, 1847, they found themselves in the heart of a most desolate 
desert, unfit for habitation by man or beast. In less than a quarter of a 
century the wilderness was converted into a fertile valley, teeming with 
an industrious population, supplied with all the comforts and many of 
the luxuries of modern civilization. 

“Without entering into details of the almost unsurmountable obstacles 
overcome, and hardships endured, by the first settlers of Utah, and the 
colossal amount of labor they had to perform in subjugating the wilder- — 
ness and laying the foundations for this beautiful city, it may truthfully 
be asserted, that the American people owe these Utah pioneers an ever- 
lasting debt of gratitude for the active and invaluable help rendered by 
them toward establishing and maintaining telegraphic communication 
between the Atlantic and Pacific, at the most critical period of the nation’s 
history, when the life of the republic was hanging in the balance; and, 
later on, for the materia) aid extended toward the construction of the first 
transcontinental railroad, which linked the Pacific coast to the union by 
bands of iron, and gave a mighty impetus to the development of the 
greater and better half of the American continent. It may not be 
generally known, but it is nevertheless an historic fact, that the projectors 
of the Pacific telegraph had a most active ally im Brigham Young, without 
whose friendly aid and co-operation the first wire across the continent 
could not possibly have been built and kept up. And without this Pacific 
telegraph it is doubtful whether California, Arizona, Oregon and Nevada 
could have been kept in touch with the Union. Brigham Young and 
Edward Creighton were the master spirits in the construction of the 
Pacific telegraph between Omaha and Salt Lake City, and they remained 
warm friends to the end of their lives. It is also a matter of history that 
Thomas C. Durant, the master mind in the construction of the Union 
Pacific railroad, found a very staunch and active ally in Brigham Young, 
in extending that road west of Laramie. In fact, the Mormons, under the 
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supervision of Brigham Young and Bishop Sharp, built a great part of 
the road west of old Fort Bridger. 

“In talking of Utah pioneers and pioneer work, it may be interesting to 
note that of the brave band of over 300 that crossed the plains with hand- 
carts and ox teams and located in the valleys of the great Salt Lake forty- 
seven years ago last Monday, only twenty-seven male members survive. 
One of these survivors is a colored man. 

“The Mormons are, and will for years continue to be, the dominant 
element in Utah’s population. The latest estimate credits them with 
172,588 out of a total population of about 225,000, but with polygamy 
practically wiped out, this fact need be no obstacle to her early admission 
asa state. Whether as a matter of policy, or from a radical difference of 
opinion on national issues, the Mormons have recently shown a disposition 
to divide in their political affiliations. This is forcibly shown by the vote 
cast at the last election for delegate to Congress. At that election, in 
November, 1892, Rawlins, Democrat, received 15,211 votes; Cannon, Re- 
publican, 12,405, and Allen, Liberal, 6,989, out of a total of 34,605 votes. 
gust at present there is a very decided disaffection among Democratic 
Mormons with the way things are managed at Washington. Several 
leaders with whom I have conversed were pronounced against Cleveland’s 
free trade policy. Brigham Young was a protectionist Democrat, and that 
fact may exert some influence upon the minds of men who venerate his 
memory. There is probably another and more potent influence respon- 
sible for opposition to free trade among influential Mormons. Many of 
the most extensive industrial enterprises in this and other Utah cities are 
carried on by Mormons. Quite apart from the widely known Zion’s Co- 
operative Mercantile Institution, which, in connection with its mammoth 
retail stores, fabricates boots and shoes, overalls, tinware, harness, etc., 
the Mormons have established woollen-mills at Salt Lake, Provo and 
Beaver. They operate a beet sugar-factory at Lehi, and are operating 
silk works, soap, broom and match-factories, pipe works, wagon and 
carriage-factories, flour and lumber-mills in this city. 

“The impression I have shared, in common with other people east, that 
the Mormons are mossbacks, disposed to obstruct rather than push the 
car of progress, is dissipated by the varied enterprises in which they are 
the chief factors. They have built, own and operate the Deseret telegraph 
lines, running from Salt Lake to all parts of the territory. They own and 
operate cable, street car and electric motor plants. They have built 
several railroads out of this city to the region commercially tributary, 
and they are heavily interested in mining and the development of mineral 
resources, 

“But are these Mormons ever going to assimilate with the Gentiles! 
Are they ever going to become loyal American citizens so long as the 
church of Latter-day Saints remains the church and church militant? 
These are questions which naturally present themselves. My impression 
is that the Mormons are in a fair way of becoming assimilated, It will 
take time, of course, and it depends how the Mormon problem is handled. 
The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church. So long as there were 
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martyrs among the Mormons, and so long as they were subject to perse- 
cution, or prosecution, for the practice of polygamy, no assimilation was 
possible. The spirit of resistance to law bred disloyalty, intense hatred of 
federal authority, and deep-seated prejudice against public school educa- 
tion. A marked change has already begun. There is greater respect for 
law and order, and commercial and social intercourse between Mormon and 
Gentile is gradually increasing. The church militant has relented in its 
opposition to public schools, and all Mormon children under twelve now 
receive their elementary education side by side with the children of the 
Gentile. The higher education of Mormon youths is, however, still con- 
ducted in sectarian academies and colleges. When the Jews made their 
exodus from Egypt they were kept in probation in the wilderness forty 
years, and the generation of stiff-necked and uncouth serfs that had 
followed Moses and Aaron was thinned out by death before Joshua had 
taken possession of the promised land. The second and third generation 
of Mormons will prize American citizenship just as do the descendants of 
the Puritans.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Edith, a five-year-old daughter of Geo, F. Brown, of Ogden, was burned to death, while 
playing with matches, on August 16, 


Florence Hanks, a little girl of Logan, fell from a bench and broke her collar bone. 
The injury was not discovered for several days. 


A fire broke out in the lumber yards of Morrison, Merrill & Co., at Salt Lake City, 
on August 15, The loss is estimated at between $35,000 and $40,000, with insurance of 
$12,000, 

Liberal officials in Salt Lake City are being prosecuted for malfeasance in office. One 
by one, they are being exposed by the Deseret News, which has ferreted out many doubt- - 
ful transactions, 

Oliver Hanson, while running a self-binder in Hyrum, Cache Oounty, -had his arm 
caught in some manner in one of the knives, which penetrated his right arm below the 
elbow. Had not the horses stopped immediately his entire arm would have been cut off. 


Ex-Governor Arthur L. Thomas, chairman of the national executive committee of the 
Irrigation Congress, has sent out a ciroular calling for the proper appointment of dele- 
gates to the next Irrigation Uongress, to be held in Los Angeles, California, October 10, 
1893, 


Edward Harbison, a fireman on the Utah and Northern, was brought to Ogden on 
August 14, having been severely injured at Lima, Montana. He was blown from his 
engine and under the wheels by the wind, and, as @ result, had his right leg terribly 
crushed, 


Mr, W. A, Boggess, of Union, was driving to Salt Lake with a load of hay, when the 
doubletrees broke, and he was thrown to the front of the wagon and very severely hurt. 
One of the wheels passed over his left arm just about the elbow, and his back was badly 
bruised and swollen, 


W. Kelson, of Salt Lake City, was severely injured in a runaway, on August 16, The 
cart in which he rode was overturned, and the animal commenced kicking and plunging. 
Kelson was kicked in the mouth and the left side, He dropped from the cart into a 
water ditch from which he was taken out insensible, 


